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The Institute for Research and Information on Volunteering
IN'THIS ISSUE (iriv) has been associated since February 24, 2022 with
international solidarity in favor of Ukraine attacked by
Russia. The Covid pandemic has weakened democratic
SR NENDIEREEWRRIERT  countries. Conspiracy theories and hate speech have
exploded on social networks. This new war in Europe is no
longer peripheral; it is existential for the European Union
which is playing its future. This is the 9th newsletter
published in 2025 and the 43rd since the beginning of
Useful contacts Russian aggression. Purple/violet is a color associated with

Color purple

Purple fidelity n Ukraine

Imperial violets in Europe

modesty, humility, or mourning. It has become the banner of
feminist struggles. 'Imperial violets' is also the name of a
musical comedy that caused a sensation in the fifties with
Luis Mariano. A curious staging, the reconciliation between the American and Russian presidents,
in the heart of summer, on August 15th, symbolic day of the Assumption of Mary, but also a public
holiday where millions of viewers or internet users were able to follow the "show" live. It recalled
the Hollywood of the heyday. The Europeans were not fooled. They reacted quickly to thwart this
bad romance; a deal at the expense of Ukraine and the Europeans. Russia continues its global
disinformation campaign with unexpected support since January 2025 at the White House. Will the
hypnotic charisma of Vladimir Putin, like the python Kaa succeed in manipulating President
Donald Trump? The European Union, like the panther Bagheera, watches over Ukraine, embodied
by the young Mowgli. If the predators want to impose a law of the jungle, let us be inspired by the
Jungle Book to build a European counter-narrative, an operation 'Imperial Violets': from Europe,

with all our affection.

I-  Color purple

2- Purple remembrance in Russie

3- Purple fidelity for Ukraine

4- Operation « Imperial violets » for Europe

* logo designed by Caritas Canada in February 2022
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Color purple

The purple in Latin subniger 'half black' is the color of mourning, a form attenuated by time
or kinship. Widows wore it a few years later after the black. The color recalls the delicacy and
vulnerability of the flower. Derived from the Latin word 'viola', it symbolizes innocence, eternal
love, modesty, spiritual wisdom, fidelity, mysticism and remembrance. In Christian history, violets
were considered an emblem of humility before becoming the color of bishops, a contradictory
evolution. It is the liturgical color of penance, Advent and Lent where one must fast physically or

spiritually (1).

The flower was associated with Napoleon Bonaparte nicknamed 'Father Violet' in the
popular songs of the time. The print of 'Violets of the 20 March 1815', by Jean-Dominique-Etienne
Canu, symbolizes Napoleon’s return from the island of Elba and his arrival in Paris on March 20,
1815. The engravings representing the imperial trinity were a great success. They served as a
response to the caricatures. The profiles of Napoleon, Marie-Louise and the king of Rome were

inscribed in the contours of the bouquet of violets. (2)

The violet served as a secret sign of recognition to the conspirators who were plotting
against the Bourbon monarchy. The flower of the Republicans was opposed to the royal lily. Purple
is also the color of the English suffragettes. For Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, co-editor-in-chief of
the magazine Votes for Women, purple represented loyalty and dignity, white purity and green hope:
"The purple in dominant color symbolizes the royal blood, which flows in the veins of every
woman fighting for the right to vote, the conscience of freedom and dignity." (3)

« Imperial Violets » is finally the name of a musical comedy that had great success in the
fifties with Luis Mariano in the title role. It remained famous for one of her songs 'Love is a bouquet
of violets'. (4) The meeting skillfully staged by the American team in Anchorage (Alaska), on
Friday, August 15, 2025, between President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin reminded the time of Hollywood musicals. The place, Alaska, was a reference to the history
of both countries. Russian colony, the territory was sold to the United States by Tsar Alexander I1
on April 9, 1867, plagued by internal difficulties and in conflict with the British in Central Asia.
The Tsar did not want the United Kingdom to annex a land bordering Canada (5). Broadcast live
by televisions from around the world, the meeting in Anchorage gave rise to a curious spectacle.
An American president welcomed, on a red carpet, with applause, a Russian president, a war
criminal, pariah of the Western chancelleries since his aggression against Ukraine in February
2022. In this idyllic staging, everything was shocking - the rehabilitation of an aggressor country,
the absence of the aggressed country, and the increasing gap between the European Union and the

United States.
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Purple remembrance in Russia

The reference to a tsarist past where Russia had played the rivalry between Europe and the
United States is not accidental. The tsar had preferred to cede a territory that seemed to him of no
interest to the Americans with whom Russia had no quarrel. This transaction brought to the United
States a 49th state that would become a strategic base (border between the United States and the
USSR) with rich oil subsoil. (5) In the 'deal', the United States were the big winners. We know the
desires of Donald Trump to annex Greenland and Canada, which have strained relations with
Denmark, and Europe, especially with its Canadian neighbor, which has moved closer to the
European Union. The subliminal messages could only please President Donald Trump, self-

'

proclaimed master at trade negotiations. The meeting would be a "win-win situation for the
Americans". The Russian delegation was composed, in addition to the five diplomatic participants
of ten personalities, nine of whom are under US sanctions and two targeted by the Criminal Court

of Justice (6)

For the historian specializing in the Soviet Union and post-communist Russia, Frangoise
Thom (7), the Russian economy is in a situation as catastrophic as the tsarist empire in 1867. She
recalls the Russian methods that have not varied - manipulation and subversion. Russia still relies
on the co-optation of a foreign accomplice. Russian expansion follows the tactic of salami — it
"slices (first Crimea, then Donbass...); the first slice acquired, it passes to the second, then to the
third". President Putin is asking his American counterpart to convince the Ukrainians to evacuate
the parts of Donetsk that they control and which are the strongest lines against the Russian invasion.
The Kremlin would install there an oligarch at the orders of Moscow who would campaign for
peace. Vladimir Putin is counting on the fascination he has had for more than twenty years with
Donald Trump whose real estate empire has largely benefited from private Russian capital (8). We
know the vanity of the American president, very sensitive to flattery but even more so to the 'deal’
that Russia holds out to him- «in exchange for a helping hand in Ukraine, a lifting of sanctions and
renewed access to Western technology, it would entrust the management and resale of its gas
destined for Europe to an American company». Frangoise Thom suggests that the 'deal' would not
only benefit the United States but the Trump clan who would receive a coquette commission. Peace
at a high price. Russia has always used the promise of business for power purposes. When the
Westerners, enticed by promises of gains and profits have invested and launched production, the
Russian government is robbing its foreign partner of legal proceedings. If the art of the deal is
American, that of the “Kompromat” is Russian, blackmail and extortion. Successful negotiations
for Russia are generally 'loser, loser' for the West. The rule of law and the principles of fairness
guaranteed by democracy do not exist in Russia. The deal is necessarily a decoy.
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Purple fidelity for Ukraine

The Europeans did not believe in the romance suggested by Donald Trump and Vladimir
Putin. They are too sentimental. The love story sounded fake from the beginning- too many lies,
too much farce, too many "ups and downs". They know the personal relationship between the two
men considered as toxic and dysfunctional. Psychoanalysis was not invented in Moscow but in
Vienna. Europeans were especially afraid that the American president would succumb to the
financial offers of his Russian interlocutors. They did not want to leave him alone for too long. As
early as Monday, August 18, a European delegation arrived in force in Washington. It was
composed of the Ukrainian president Volodymir Zelensky, the president of the European Union,
Ursula von der Leyen, the NATO secretary Mark Rutte, French President Emmanuel Macron,
Finnish President Alexander Stubb, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz.

The prerequisites for negotiating with Russia remain for the Ukrainian president and the
Europeans a ceasefire that President Putin, who wishes to buy time, does not want. Russian attacks
intensified throughout the summer of 2025, threatening the strategic Donetsk region. The Ukrainian
army managed to counter the Russian breakthrough but does not have the means for a
counteroffensive. The Russian objective is to make the Ukrainian population flee, harassed by
bombings and overflown by an armada of enemy drones. It is as much a physical advance as it is
a war of attrition. On the ground, the belligerents redouble their creativity. If the Ukrainians have
become experts in drones, their opponents have implemented an effective infiltration tactic thanks
to new systems of detection and jamming of drones closely coordinated between them (9). They
managed to disrupt Ukrainian intelligence. Ukraine could resume the offensive with autumn and
the fall of leaves which reduces Russian camouflage. The strategy of Russian infiltrators
sandwiched the Ukrainian soldiers in the field. The Europeans are also symbolically victims of
this strategy, caught between Russia in the East and the United States in the West, which do not
facilitate their task.

In the ongoing negotiations, the Americans are asking the Europeans to buy them weapons
that will be given to Ukraine. The counterpart is required by Washington to provide guarantees of
protection and security for the Ukrainians. The Chiefs of Staff of the 32 countries of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) discussed on Wednesday, 20 August, the forms they could
take. The United States could carry out an aerial surveillance mission, participate in a mission to
secure airspace, deploy anti-drone devices or share information. US and European planning teams,
led by the Chiefs of Staff of the countries involved, engaged in a concerted effort to "prepare for
the deployment of a reinsurance force if hostilities were to end". The main question is the sending
of troops on the ground, proposed by the two nuclear forces in Europe - France and the United
Kingdom whose armies are also best prepared. Turkey could commit to a maritime component.

(10).
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Operation « Imperial violets » in Europe

The Jungle Book is a collection of short stories published between 1894 and 1895 by
British writer Rudyard Kipling (11) during a stay in Vermont (USA). Adapted by the Walt Disney
studios in 1967, the animated film became a classic of the genre (12). The young Mowgli, a little
man, is collected in the jungle by the black panther Bagheera then raised by wolves. He must return
to a village near the men to escape the man-eating tiger Shere Khan. It is an initiatory story where
the little man meets in turn all the animals of the jungle. They can be friendly - a herd of elephants
led by Colonel Hathi, the bear Baloo who becomes his guardian angel, or a group of mischievous
vultures. But the dangers are multiple — the tiger Shere Khan, the python Kaa who tries to hypnotize
Mowgli to devour him, the orangutans led by King Louie who kidnap him and promise him
freedom in exchange for the secret of the fire. This news is not a fairy tale;but it can illustrate the
ordeal undergone by Ukraine to emancipate itself from the Soviet yoke ( 1991) then Russian one
(since 2014)

Ukraine would be represented by Mowgli, a prey against Russia symbolized by the man-
eating tiger Shere Khan. Like the black panther Bagheera, the European Union watches over
Mowgli. With the Europeans and then President Donald Trump, President Putin adopted the
strategy of the python Kaa by trying to swallow them whole, lulling them with false promises of
«reset», a revival of their collaboration after the collapse of the USSR which should have ended
the Cold War. The Europeans were the first to wake up in 2022 with the brutal aggression against
Ukraine, doubts had been born since the annexation of Crimea in 2014, and even since 2007 with
the bellicose remarks made by Vladimir Putin at the annual security conference in Munich.
President Donald Trump continued to let himself be hypnotized. He is fascinated by the personality
of his Russian counterpart who flatters him. He goes in his direction by accusing Joe Biden of
having been the architect of the war in Ukraine and the Europeans of being the first troublemakers.
They threaten Russia by turning Ukraine against it through EU membership or NATO entry. The
dangerous relations between Donald Trump and Russia, then the USSR, date back to the late 1980s.
It is a return to his roots — he was saved from bankruptcy thanks to troubled Russian capital. This
companionship would experience a fruitful "reset" with a fabulous "deal" in 2025 based on the
racket of Ukraine and the Europeans. In the Oval Office, on February 28, 2025, President Zelensky
recalled the situation of young Mowgli kidnapped by orangutans - Trump’s entire team, his vice-
president first in the field, was trying to extort their host with the "secret of fire."

The Europeans cannot, and must not, attack President Donald Trump. After the August
musical 'Operation Alaska', the Europeans would offer their operetta 'Imperial violets Operation'.
Donald Trump would be twice awarded there - Nobel Peace Prize in Ukraine and Economy Prize
with his customs onslaught. It is necessary to save Ukraine/Mowgli from the clutches of
Putin/Shere Khan - at all costs. Slava Ukraini !-
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Michel Pastoureau et Dominique Simonnet (2005) « Le petit livre des couleurs », Paris,
¢ditions Panama

Website of the Fondation Napoléon- https://www.napoleon.org/histoire-des-2-
empires/iconographie/violettes-du-20-mars-1815-par-jean-dominique-etienne-canu/
downloaded on 25 August 2025

Podcast of the Swiss radio RTS- https://www.rts.ch/info/suisse/2024/article/podcast-
pourquoi-le-violet-est-la-couleur-des-feministes-28537807.html

Richard Pottier « Violettes impériales », France, 1952 based upon a story by Henry
Roussel (French actor, director and screenwriter)

Website dedicated to history Hérodote - https://www.herodote.net/almanach-1D-
675.php downloaded on 25 August 2025

Le Grand continent https://legrandcontinent.eu/fr/2025/08/15/qui-sont-les-hommes-de-
poutine-en-alaska-prosopographie-de-la-delegation-russe/ downloaded on 25 August
2025

Francoise Thom « Face a Poutine, les Européens sont en position de force », Le Monde
14 aott 2025

Piotr Smolar « Trump-Poutine, une relation toxique et opaque », Le Monde 15-16 aott
2025

Emmanuel Grynszpan, « Les troupes russes menacent la région de Donetsk », Le
Monde 21 aolt 2025

Philippe Ricard et Cédric Vallet « Guerre en Ukraine : I’Europe a I’heure des choix »,
Le Monde, 21 aout 2025

Rudyard Kipling « The Jungle Book », Londres, 1894-1895

Wolfgang Reitherman, “ The Jungle Book » (movie), 1967, USA

Newsletter written on Monday 25th of August 2025
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Contacts utiles

Pour aider I’Ukraine, nous souhaitons partager le contact su Syndicat national des journalistes d’Ukraine (
National Union of Journalists of Ukraine)- https://nuju.org.ua/

Voici une liste d’associations & ONG

Source : https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A 15542

Support Ukraine — une plateforme accessible sur - https://www.supportukraine.co/

Croix-Rouge Francaise - Croix-Rouge francaise pour des dons financiers, en soutien de la Croix-Rouge
ukrainienne, au Comité International de la Croix-Rouge - https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-
internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE

Médecins sans frontieres - fonds d'urgence dans les pays limitrophes de 1'Ukraine et cherchent a faire
entrer du matériel médical et du personnel. - https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don

Secours populaire - lance un appel aux dons d'urgence a 1'Ukraine .-
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don

Protection civile - un appel aux dons pour financer d'autres besoins (défibrillateurs, respirateurs, groupes
¢électrogenes, etc.) : https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir

Fondation de France - lance un appel a la générosité pour soutenir les centaines de milliers de personnes
affectées par le conflit en Pologne et en Roumanie - - https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-
les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?

Agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés - situation d'urgence de niveau 3 pour la crise en Ukraine,
le plus élevé. L'UNHCR a renforcé ses opérations en Ukraine et dans les pays voisins, our la soutenir,
vous pouvez faire un don : https://donner.unhcr.org/fi/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine? cv=I1

Unicef - un besoin urgent de financement pour répondre aux besoins essentiels des enfants Pour faire un
don sur le site Unicef .fr - https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322& cv=1

ONG Care International - un formulaire en ligne de dons d'urgence a I'Ukraine pour apporter une aide
d'urgence aux populations et aux réfugiés - .- hitps://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-
don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyPkRj6HFATY 69SN8wBpGdbU49
oyBOtOPJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY 0CICFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private server t
ime=1672227862538&cid=13& cv=1

L'ONG francaise ACTED organise des convois humanitaires pour I'Ukraine

association Solidarités International — une collecte des fonds pour envoyer des convois de vivres et
biens de premicre nécessité, distribuer de 1'eau et des repas aux réfugiés -
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880& cv=1

INFOLETTRE IRIV SOLIDARITE UKRAINE

© iriv, Paris, 1%t September 2025


https://nuju.org.ua/
https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A15542
https://www.supportukraine.co/
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://soutenir.msf.fr/b/mon-don?
https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don
https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don
https://donner.unhcr.org/fr/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine?_cv=1
https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322&_cv=1
https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don?_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://acted.iraiser.eu/ukraine/~mon-don
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880&_cv=1
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880&_cv=1

Plan International, en Pologne, Roumanie et Moldavie, pour apporter aide matérielle et psychosociale
aux jeunes ukrainiens et a leur famille, et sollicite des dons pour ce faire.- https:/formulaire.plan-
international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don

L'Aide médicale et caritative France-Ukraine - envoi de convois d'aide humanitaire, des soins aux
blessés, des échanges de savoir-faire médical, une aide psychologique et organise des colonies de
vacances pour les enfants orphelins - HelloAsso -
https://www.helloasso.com/associations/aide%20medicale%?20caritative%20france%20ukraine/collectes/a
ider-ukraine-amcurgence-help-ukraine/don

Le Comité d'aide médicale Ukraine - réfugiés en transit dans l'ouest du pays, et collecte fonds,
médicaments et équipements pour 'hébergement et les soins via ses partenaires frangais, 1'association
SAFE et 'organisation FONDEMOS. - http://www.cam-z.org/en/news/121/

JeVeuxAider.gouv.fr est la plateforme publique du bénévolat, - une page dédiée Mobilisons-nous pour
['Ukraine .- https://www.jeveuxaider.gouv.fr/engagement/benevolat-ukraine/

Les Banques alimentaires - une aide d'urgence a apporter aux frontiéres de I'Ukraine, dans les pays
frontaliers accueillant des réfugiés - https://www.banquealimentaire.org/urgence-ukraine

La Protection Civile et I'Association des maires de France ont établi une liste (lits de camps, sacs de
couchage, lingettes, conserves, pansements hémostatiques, solutions antiseptiques ...).

L'Association des maires de France a dressé les licux de collecte a travers toute la France. Les Maires de
France appellent a la solidarité avec 'Ukraine . De nombreuses villes de France organisent des collectes de
produits de premicre nécessité - https://www.amf.asso.fr/documents-les-maires-france-appellent-la-
solidarite-avec-lukraine/41122

La plateforme officielle « Je mi'engage pour I'Ukraine » lancée le 8 mars 2022 par le gouvernement pour
accompagner les Francais souhaitant héberger chez eux des Ukrainiens réfugiés et accueillis en France.-
https://parrainage.refugies.info/

Les associations, fondations, entreprises et collectivités territoriales peuvent utiliser ce formulaire en ligne
pour renseigner leur capacité d'hébergement.- https://www.demarches-
simplifiees.fr/commencer/hebergement-personne-morale-ukraine

Bibliothéque sans frontiére (BSF) - Depuis le début de 1’offensive russe en Ukraine, BSF se mobilise et
déploie, partout en Europe, des solutions d’urgence pour 1’accueil et I’intégration des populations
réfugiées. « Bonjour France » est une application pour smartphone innovante et totalement gratuite, qui
propose un apprentissage accéléré du francais depuis 1’ukrainien, disponible depuis le 19 octobre 2022.

https://www.bibliosansfrontieres.org/2022/10/14/bsf-lance-bonjour-france-une-application-innovante-

dapprentissage-du-francais-pour-les-refugies-ukrainiens/

La mission catholique de I’Eglise polonaise en France suggere également le lien suivant : https://mission-
catholique-polonaise.pl/polska-we-francji/pere-brzys-la-mcp-lance-une-initiative-nationale-pour-aider-
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