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Solidarity Ukraine —issue 39 — Twelve yellow stars for Europe
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IN'THIS ISSUE (iriv) has been associated since 24 February 2022 with
el el international solidarity in favour of Ukraine attacked by

Russia. The COVID pandemic has weakened democratic
Yellow unionism in Russia countries. Conspiracy theories and hate speech have exploded

on social media. This new war in Europe is no longer
peripheral, it has become existential for the European Union

“maillot jaune” for Ukraine

Twelve yellow stars in Europe which plays its influence in the world. This newsletter is the
5th published in 2025 and the 39th since the Russian
Useful contacts aggression against Ukraine. Yellow is a color that is not loved,

associated with betrayal, deceit, or lies. The informational war
breaks out in 2025, which celebrates the 80th anniversary of
the end of the Second World War with the armistice of May 8§,
1945. Russia is pleased to see unexpected support from an American team that has forgotten who
the aggressor was and who was the attacked. Confusion is widespread. The history lessons must
keep us alert. Worrying signals are multiplying. Democracy is demanding. Intermediate bodies
must function, for example free unions must fight against the «yellow» militants «infiltrated» who
do not defend the rights of employees. Respect for the rule of law is another indicator with the
defense of justice that must be well done and motivated; Ukraine is a "yellow jersey" in this area

by opening the way in Europe for other countries threatened (Moldova, Georgia...)°. The European
Union was created on the ashes of totalitarianism (Fascism and then Nazism) which wanted to
destroy the Europe of the Enlightenment. It allowed the end of the monarchy by divine right, the
return of the republic and democracy in Europe. Twelve yellow gold stars for the European Union
symbolize the victory of the Europeans over obscurantism. A permanent fight, no victory is eternal

1- Yellow colour

2- Yellow Unionism in Russia

3- Yellow jersey for Ukraine

4- Twelve golden yellow stars in Europe

* logo designed Caritas Canada en février 2022
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Yellow colour

For Michel Pastoureau (1), yellow has long been frowned upon in western civilizations. In
non-European cultures (Asia or South America) yellow is valued. Colour of the emperor, it is
associated with power, wealth and wisdom. The reasons for European disenchantment date back to
the Middle Ages with the competition of gold which absorbed all the positive signs — sun, light,
heat so life, energy, joy, power. Yellow is the matt, extinct, sad back that reminds of autumn, decline
(yellowed leaves by time), disease (jaundice that gives a yellowish complexion). Yellow is
associated with betrayal, deceit and lies. In medieval imagery, the knights are dressed in yellow.
Judas who betrayed Christ is dressed in a yellow tunic; the Bible does not give any physical
description. The house of a counterfeiter, who wears yellow clothes to climb the scaffold, is painted
yellow. It has become the color of ostracism with the yellow star, taken up by the Nazism which
plundered the medieval iconography infame and stigmatizing. Michel Pastoureau explains that this
growing intolerance corresponds to a time when Christianity has failed all its crusades. He then
sought enemies from within by deliberately developing a besieged mentality. Intolerance and hate
speech have developed towards non-Christians (like the Jews) but also towards «deviants» such as
heretics, Cathars, sorcerers... This spirit of exclusion has intensified with the Reformation and the
religious wars that have bloodied Europe; in protestant land also a rejection of non-Christians and
heretics is manifested.

History is an eternal beginning. To establish their authoritarian power, tyrants and autocrats
have always terrorized their populations by designating scapegoats for popular vengeance. Extreme
brutality and violence are implicit messages-the same methods will be applied to any “deviant”
who is eliminated. During the rise of Nazism in Germany in the 1930s, the first fight was internal
between rival factions (2) before attacking «enemies from within» easily designated by using hate
propaganda orchestrated for centuries that has known a surge in the nineteenth century, awakening
of nations and nationalisms. Pogroms have multiplied in Russia where the secret services of the
tsar initiated the most famous antisemitic disinformation campaign «The Protocol of the Elders of
Ziony, taken up by the hate propaganda that broke out in Europe in the years between the wars and
which led to the Shoah (3). The year 2025 marks the end of the Second World War. It is a reminder
of the atrocities committed, whose immensity has not been immediately measured. The liberation
of the concentration camps in January 1945 by the allied troops and the Red Army, followed by the
Nuremberg trials which tried certain Nazi dignitaries, was a stage (4). It took almost fifty years for
torturers in France to be tried (5). Russia, helped by autocratic allies and unexpected supporters,

multiplies disinformation.

The informational war reaches a climax in this symbolic year 2025 that compels us, with
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Yellow Unionism in Russia

Trade unions are intermediate bodies, valuable indicators in a democracy. At the end of the
19th century, a «yellow» trade unionism appeared which opposed the CGT (communist), and the
nascent Christian trade unionism (ancestor of the CFTC and the CFDT). Proletarian, «counter-
revolutionary and anti-socialist» tendency, he advocated agreement rather than confrontation with
the bosses. The activists appeared as marginals, "strikebreakers', 'social-traitors' paid by employers
to other trade unionists, a precursor sign of 'French fascism'. They rejected the legacy of the French
Revolution and the Republic, defending traditional values, Catholicism and conservative policies.
(6). Since the arrival of Boris Yeltsin after the fall of the USSR (in 1991) and the advent of a savage
capitalism in Russia, if a trade unionism had been entitled to city , it would have been bright yellow.
Many Russians, traumatized by the economic crisis that followed the Soviet implosion, have
accepted the tacit pact proposed by Vladimir Putin — you will benefit from economic growth, but
you will not express any criticism or political opposition. He has made the same «deal» with the
oligarchs- those who did not understand were ousted or eliminated.

In an article published for the Centenary of the revolutions of October 1917 and the fall of
tsarism, Pierre Znamensky (7), an internationalist trade union activist, analyses that in a century, a
Soviet syndicalism has existed, with a particular form and finality. Constrained by the nature of the
regime and the relations between them, without political or trade union freedoms (no pluralism or
right to strike). Its economic and social role has been praised by some (European communist parties
and affiliated trade unions), and criticized by others (political parties and trade unions close to
liberal democracy). The socialist model gave the trade union organization a triple function: social
(direct management of the social assets of companies); economic (involved in personnel
management - hiring, promotions...) , and stimulating production (bonuses for workers); and
politics with a porous border between the party, the State and the trade union organization (personal
ambitions rewarded).

The liberal counter-revolution of 1989 to 1991 (glasnost and perestroika initiated by
Mikhail Gorbachev) disappointed the hopes born in Western Europe. Trade union democracy has
been the first victim of the Russian leadership since 1991. They looted the means of production
and organized savage capitalism, with constant pressure on the workers. The oligarchs who came
to power in 1991 and then the men of Vladimir Putin who arrived after 2000 have as their only
goal profit, large margins in a short time, valuing only capital and despising workers. The
governance of a company, and the expression of employees' demands, is very revealing of the state
of democracy, and of society. Inside and outside, Vladimir Putin has constantly lied and betrayed
his voters and the entire population.
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« Maillot jaune » for Ukraine

The “maillot jaune” (yellow jersey) is worn by the winner of a stage and the entire race at
the Tour de France, an advertising campaign launched in 1919 by the newspaper "L'Auto”, ancestor
of the sports daily "L'Equipe” which wanted to boost its sales. The newspaper was printed on
yellowish paper (1) that remained attached to the most popular cycling race in the world. Ukraine
has become the champion in Europe for defending the rights of an attacked sovereign country. For
Christian Delage (8), French historian and director, researcher at the Institute of Contemporary
History, “in Ukraine, the war of law accompanies armed conflict in real time and intense flux”.
Ukrainians are calling for justice after the illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the occupation
of the regions of Donbass. This requirement increased with the large-scale invasion of the country
by Russia in 2022. Christian Delage insists that in Ukraine, a democracy “admittedly imperfect”,
collateral damage of the Soviet yoke that was exercised for decades, justice is being carried out at
regional level between the offices of 200 prosecutors. It solicits the participation of citizens and
independent non-governmental organizations to build evidence files. It promotes the holding of
trials near the scene of crimes, such as those committed in Bucha in March 2022 including some
in abstentia (without the presence of the perpetrators).

Ukraine is cooperating with the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the International
Court of Justice (ICJ), which since February 2022 has been seized by the Ukrainians of “the inanity
of the Russian accusation that they committed a “genocide” in the Donbass which would have
conditioned, to stop it, the special operation launched by Russia.” Another request from Ukraine
concerns a genocide committed by the Russians. At the same time, the ICC’s Attorney General,
Karim Khan, seized by Lithuania and 42 other states, opened an investigation into the situation in
Ukraine regarding “all past and present allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity or
genocide committed in all or part of the territory of Ukraine by any person since November 21,
2013.” Since January 2025, Ukraine has become the 125th member of the ICC whose arrest
warrants against President Putin, the commissioner for children’s rights, and two Russian officers
are still outstanding. The Council of Europe (in Strasbourg) has accepted the request for a special
court to try the crime of aggression by one state against another. Russia was excluded from
membership of the Council of Europe after its attack in February 2022. The European Union,
through its Eurojust agency for judicial cooperation in criminal matters, established an
International Centre for the Prosecution of the Crime of Aggression in Ukraine (ICPA) in July
2023. It maintains a database on evidence of major international crimes. It has set up an
investigation team to investigate crimes committed by the Russian military.

Ukraine has led the way - judicially supporting Ukrainians prepares for further potential
Russian aggression in Europe. This is the deterrent strategy of the previous one.
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Twelve golden yellow stars for Europe

The United States experienced a phase of obscurantism in the 1950s with the McCarthyism.
Blacklists were drawn up by a populist senator, viscerally anti-communist, chasing «scapegoats»,
forcing the denunciation, organizing a society of defiance and surveillance. Artists in Hollywood,
a flagship industry and powerful tool of soft power, have been the targets of this hateful and
vengeful fever (9). It was necessary to discourage any desire for freedom and emancipation in a
traditional society praising conservative values, an «ideal» family model where the father works
and decides; where the woman at home is a good housewife and model mother; where children are
well-occupied (school and leisure), where young people must replicate the same pattern of social
success. “Babbitt” by Sinclair Lewis (10) has molded this “ideal” American company. Reality is
refractory to imposed models. Things go wrong quickly, the machine gets stuck, nothing happens
as the mainstream society had suggested. In the American films “The graduate” (11) or “Little big
man” (12), the American national story on glossy or technicolor paper has been reviewed and
corrected by critical and realistic directors.

In the America of Donald Trump, caricatural models have reappeared, presenting dusty and
misleading values as examples to follow. Virilism assigns to men a reductive and unflattering role.
Influential women advocate returning home to raise many children, oppose the right to abortion
and all social “deviance”. The pressure is in families (through social networks), at school (censored
books), and in the workplace. Public sector employees have been laid off and rehired if they report
regularly on their work. Citizens under surveillance are stunned. It is not surprising that Trump’s
America has become closer to Vladimir Putin’s Russia, which defends the same values and the
same biased and caricatural vision of society with designated “deviants” — political opponents,
LGBT+ community, ... Enemies from the inside correspond to enemies from the outside - former
members of the USSR who gained their independence in 1991 and wish to join the EU, and liberal
democracy.

The European Union has learned from its tormented history, from which it has been able to
recover through a slow and methodical construction, based on the defense of common values
(freedom, equal opportunities, social cohesion, diversity...). The fight is not over, it is never won.
In this year that celebrates the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, let us hope
that Europe does not falter in the face of the attacks it suffers as much from inside (populist parties
of extreme right and left, pro-Russian countries) as from outside (Russia is the first threat as China
is implanted for its Silk Roads). The 12 yellow golden stars of the European flag have been
interpreted in a variety of ways: 12 stars of the Virgin Mary, 12 tribes of Israel, 12 letters of the
chahada (essential profession of faith of Islam) but also 12 months of the year, 12 signs of the
Zodiac... These interpretations express European diversity.

Thanks to the Ukrainians for fighting for our future. Long live Europe. Slava Ukraini !
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@ Michel Pastoureau et Dominique Simonnet (2005) « Le petit livre des couleurs », Paris :
Editions du Panama

2 Gérard Puechmorel & Marie-Pierre Camus « La nuit des longs couteaux », France, 2020,
documentaire diffusé sur Arte en 2021

3 Jonathan Hayoun, Laurent Jaoui et Judith Cohen Solal « Histoire de [’antisémitisme », France,
2022, 4 x 52 min.

(@) Christian Delage « ‘Le Procés de Nuremberg » , France, 1h30, diffusé sur Arte

(5) Gabriel Le Bonin « Procés Klaus Barbie », France 3 x 50 min, « Proces de Maurice Papon »,
France 3 x 50 min, « Procés de Paul Touvier »,

(6) The doctoral thesis in political science supported by Edward J. Arnold under the direction of

Maurice Croisat, University of Grenoble, 1994 - https://theses.fr/1994GRE21012 defended on
the contrary the yellow unions

@) This text was written for the CGT Institute of Social History’s Cahiers 143, published in 2017.
Pierre Znamensky is a member of the IHS-CGT Board. Internationalist trade union activist,
specialist in trade unionism in the countries of the former USSR and in Soviet art and
iconography. He is the author of Sous les plis du drapeau rouge * and "Ave Lenin — Sovietart"-
https://www.lesutopiques.org/le-syndicalisme-sovietique-a-t-il-existe/

(8) Christian Delage, historien, published « Filmer, juger. De la seconde guerre mondiale a
I’invasion de 1’Ukraine », Paris : Gallimard, 2023, Le Monde, 3 April 2025
9 Some black-listed directors are worried (Charlie Chaplin),some have to leave the US (Jules

Dassin). The resistance is organized with prominent Hollywood personalities including directors
John Huston, Billy Wilder and William Wyler or actors Lauren Bacall, Lucille Ball, Humphrey
Bogart, Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, John Garfield, Judy Garland, Sterling Hayden, Katharine
Hepburn, Danny Kaye, Gene Kelly, Myrna Loy and Edward G. Robinson, who protest and form
the First Amendment Committee (CFA)

(10) Sinclair Lewis « Babbitt », Etats Unis, 1922

(11) Mike Nichols « The graduate », USA, 1967

(12) Arthur Penn “Little big man”, USA, 1970

Newsletter written on 18 April 2025
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Useful contacts

Pour aider I’Ukraine, nous souhaitons partager le contact su Syndicat national des journalistes d’Ukraine (
National Union of Journalists of Ukraine)- https://nuju.org.ua/

Voici une liste d’associations & ONG

Source : https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A15542

Support Ukraine — une plateforme accessible sur - https://www.supportukraine.co/

Croix-Rouge Francaise - Croix-Rouge francaise pour des dons financiers, en soutien de la Croix-Rouge
ukrainienne, au Comité International de la Croix-Rouge - https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-
internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE

Médecins sans frontiéres - fonds d'urgence dans les pays limitrophes de I'Ukraine et cherchent a faire
entrer du matériel médical et du personnel. - https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don

Secours populaire - lance un appel aux dons d'urgence a I'Ukraine .-
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don

Protection civile - un appel aux dons pour financer d'autres besoins (défibrillateurs, respirateurs, groupes
électrogenes, etc.) : https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir

Fondation de France - lance un appel a la generosité pour soutenir les centaines de milliers de personnes
affectées par le conflit en Pologne et en Roumanie - - https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-
les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?

Agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés - situation d'urgence de niveau 3 pour la crise en Ukraine,
le plus élevé. L'UNHCR a renforcé ses opérations en Ukraine et dans les pays voisins, our la soutenir,
vous pouvez faire un don : https://donner.unhcr.org/fr/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine? cv=1

Unicef - un besoin urgent de financement pour répondre aux besoins essentiels des enfants Pour faire un
don sur le site Unicef.fr - https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322& cv=1

ONG Care International - un formulaire en ligne de dons d'urgence a I'Ukraine pour apporter une aide
d'urgence aux populations et aux réfugiés - .- https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-
don?ns_ira_cr_arg=lyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49
oyBO0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrYOCICEXINHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private server_t
ime=1672227862538&cid=13& cv=1

L'ONG francaise ACTED organise des convois humanitaires pour I'Ukraine

association Solidarités International — une collecte des fonds pour envoyer des convois de vivres et
biens de premiére nécessité, distribuer de I'eau et des repas aux réfugiés -
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880& cv=1
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Plan International, en Pologne, Roumanie et Moldavie, pour apporter aide matérielle et psychosociale
aux jeunes ukrainiens et a leur famille, et sollicite des dons pour ce faire.- https://formulaire.plan-
international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don

L'Aide médicale et caritative France-Ukraine - envoi de convois d'aide humanitaire, des soins aux
blessés, des échanges de savoir-faire médical, une aide psychologique et organise des colonies de
vacances pour les enfants orphelins - HelloAsso -
https://www.helloasso.com/associations/aide%20medicale%?20caritative%20france%20ukraine/collectes/a
ider-ukraine-amcurgence-help-ukraine/don

Le Comité d'aide médicale Ukraine - réfugiés en transit dans I'ouest du pays, et collecte fonds,
médicaments et équipements pour I'nébergement et les soins via ses partenaires francais, I'association
SAFE et I'organisation FONDEMOS. - http://www.cam-z.org/en/news/121/

JeVeuxAider.gouv.fr est la plateforme publique du bénévolat, - une page dédiée Mobilisons-nous pour
I'Ukraine .- https://www.jeveuxaider.gouv.fr/engagement/benevolat-ukraine/

Les Banques alimentaires - une aide d'urgence a apporter aux frontiéres de I'Ukraine, dans les pays
frontaliers accueillant des réfugiés - https://www.banguealimentaire.org/urgence-ukraine

La Protection Civile et I'Association des maires de France ont établi une liste (lits de camps, sacs de
couchage, lingettes, conserves, pansements hémostatiques, solutions antiseptiques ...).

L'Association des maires de France a dressé les lieux de collecte a travers toute la France. Les Maires de
France appellent a la solidarité avec I'Ukraine . De nombreuses villes de France organisent des collectes de
produits de premiére nécessité - https://www.amf.asso.fr/documents-les-maires-france-appellent-la-
solidarite-avec-lukraine/41122

La plateforme officielle « Je m'engage pour I'Ukraine » lancée le 8 mars 2022 par le gouvernement pour
accompagner les Francais souhaitant héberger chez eux des Ukrainiens réfugiés et accueillis en France.-
https://parrainage.refugies.info/

Les associations, fondations, entreprises et collectivités territoriales peuvent utiliser ce formulaire en ligne
pour renseigner leur capacité d'hébergement.- https://www.demarches-
simplifiees.fr/commencer/hebergement-personne-morale-ukraine

Bibliothéque sans frontiére (BSF) - Depuis le début de I’offensive russe en Ukraine, BSF se mobilise et
déploie, partout en Europe, des solutions d’urgence pour I’accueil et I’intégration des populations
réfugiées. « Bonjour France » est une application pour smartphone innovante et totalement gratuite, qui
propose un apprentissage accéléré du francais depuis 1’ukrainien, disponible depuis le 19 octobre 2022.

https://www.bibliosansfrontieres.org/2022/10/14/bsf-lance-bonjour-france-une-application-innovante-

dapprentissage-du-francais-pour-les-refugies-ukrainiens/

La mission catholique de I’Eglise polonaise en France suggere également le lien suivant : https://mission-
catholique-polonaise.pl/polska-we-francji/pere-brzys-la-mcp-lance-une-initiative-nationale-pour-aider-
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