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Solidarity Ukraine – issue 41- « Marrons glacés » 

The Institute for Research and Information on Volunteering 

(iriv) has been associated since February 24, 2022 with 

international solidarity in favor of Ukraine attacked by 

Russia. The Covid pandemic has weakened democratic 

countries. Conspiracy theories and hate speech have 

exploded on social networks. This new war in Europe is no 

longer peripheral, it has become existential for the European 

Union which plays its influence in the World. This Newsletter 

is the 7th published in 2025 and the 41st since the Russian 

aggression against Ukraine. Brown is an ambivalent color 

that symbolizes sobriety and austerity or a devastating 

glamour in Hollywood. The 'marrons' were in the French 

Antilles (1642-1848) the name given to people reduced to 

slavery who had regained their freedom. A racist and hierarchical approach is consubstantial with 

authoritarian regimes that set their fellow citizens against each other and fuel dissent. Since his 

arrival in power, Vladimir Putin has continued to lie to his fellow citizens, to his interlocutors, and 

to the rest of the world – the Russians are «brown», the first victims, taken for a ride. Ukraine is 

facing new challenges and must be able to skillfully pull its irons from the fire by thwarting the 

pitfalls of the new American strategy inspired by the Russian approach, a "vertical of fear". In spy 

novels or films, harmless names evoke ambiguous cases or situations. The ”marrons glacés”, like 

'white elephants' refer to mirages or 'Trojan horses' refer to traps, are targets in Europe for the 

Russian regime. They can be poisoned for the West and prove to be very indigestible for Russia. 

Nothing is played. 

1-  Colour brown 

2- Russians are « marrons » 

3- Irons in the fire in Ukraine 

4- “Marrons glacés » in Europe 

 

 * the logo was designed by  Caritas Canada in February  2022 
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Colour brown 

Fashion was inspired by the brown associated with sobriety in a post-pandemic period of 

acute climate crisis with a return to inflation caused by the explosion in energy prices since the war 

in Ukraine. For the autumn-winter 2023 season, "From warm brown to deep chocolate, color has 

gradually freed itself from its gloomy image referring to labor to reconnect, in these times of 

climate crisis, with a symbolism of sobriety and authenticity of good quality." (1) The brown is 

associated with the robe of the Franciscan monks. Order of Friars Minor, this Catholic religious 

movement was born in Italy in 1210, created by Saint Francis of Assisi. Governed by a rule that 

defines a way of living in fraternity, it can be summarized as follows: "Observe the holy Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, living in obedience, without anything proper and in chastity" (Rule of 1221, 

1,1) (2) For the journalist Diane Lisarelli, fashion designers are also inspired by the masculine 

references of the 1970s where popular and glamorous figures (today influencers) were displayed 

in brown which is the color of leather skins worn by icons embodying a masculine ideal. The flying 

jacket by Steve Mac Queen in 'The Great Escape' (3) or the V-shaped sweater by Clint Eastwood 

in his series 'Dirty Harry’ (4) have become iconic. A color can therefore evolve from one extreme 

to the other - from the asexual sobriety of the Franciscan monks to the devastating glamour of 

Hollywood stars. Deviating from commonly accepted codes inspires fashion and influence. 

In the French West Indies (Antilles), a 'marron' referred to a runaway slave who had fled to 

regain his freedom. A French-speaking journal "Marronages" (5) approaches through social 

sciences the spectrum of the 21st century – that of race. This question constitutes "a major social 

and political issue in the history of humanity for centuries". For the founders of the journal, the 

"logics of racialization" targeting minority groups can be based on varied signs depending on time 

and space – skin color (anti-Ironism, collorism, etc.), religion (antisemitism, anti-Muslim 

discourse, etc.), ethnicity (anti-Arab, anti-Asian, anti-Roma, anti-gypsy racisms, etc.), nationality 

(Italians rudely called «Ritals», Polonese referred to as «Polacks», Portuguese named «Portos»...) 

We have also built a racial border that outlines a whiteness that hierarchizes individuals according 

to their light or darker complexion. Melissandre Monatus and Aude Julienne-Wiltord in their 

documentary "Lapo Chape" (6) explained this social construction inherited from a colonial (in 

Africa) or slave-making (in the French West Indies and the Caribbean) past with the classification 

suggested by French politician at the time Moreau de Saint Mery (7)  

For autocratic regimes in general, and Russia in particular, a higher category based on 

'racial', 'ethnic', or 'religious' criteria is valued. The white supremacists, racist and virilist, 

increasingly aggressive in the United States, recall the inglorious times of the Ku Klux Klan. They 

are  supporters of both Donald Trump (in the USA) and Putin (in Russia)  
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Russians are « marrons »  

In French slang we are 'marrons' (brown) when we have been fooled, manipulated, when 

we have been the 'turkeys of the farce'. Since Vladimir Putin came to power, he has continued to 

deceive his audience and interlocutors in Russia and around the world. His training was suitable as 

a Russian intelligence officer based in East Germany (GDR) at the time of the collapse of the Berlin 

Wall and the implosion of the USSR.  Sent back to a much less exalting reality, he experienced the 

fear of tomorrows that were no longer sung. He had a family, but no more lifetime employment 

guaranteed by the planned Soviet economies. He learned the lesson – 'might is right' is the best. 

The economy accelerated the collapse of the USSR. It was an ideological imposture - the 

proletariat never benefited from the fruits of growth. Public rent has been confiscated by a small 

number of apparatchiks. It has also been an economic aberration. The system quickly ran out of 

steam with a shortage of all goods (famous queues in empty stores) which enriched parallel circuits 

(massive corruption) with an organized sharing of poverty (shared housing). The blatant 

inefficiency of centralizing all decision-making centres with unmotivated employees, and above 

all focused on their personal interests and survival, led to the advent of wild capitalism from 1991. 

He favored the advent of new apparatchiks, the oligarchs. They made their fortune by monopolizing 

public companies that were much better managed. But the poverty of the Russian population 

remained extreme with an unemployment rate that has exploded. Elected president in 2000, 

Vladimir Putin never left power and his estimated wealth of billions has fructified. He has always 

displayed the image of a simple man, close to the people. He could easily have worn the brown 

dress of the monks. The revelation of his immense fortune through the militant action of his first 

opponent Alexei Navalny is the reason for the elimination of the latter despite a heroic resistance. 

Millions of Russians continue to believe in the disinterested commitment, for his homeland and 

fellow citizens, of Vladimir Putin. 

His experience in Saint Petersburg (1991-2000) allowed him to experiment with a new 

approach to business management. Factotum of the mayor of Saint Petersburg, he knew how to 

make himself indispensable by constituting his 'gang', henchmen with expeditious methods.  

Yevgeny Prigozhin, his "cook" accompanied him in the great return of Russia on the international 

scene with the war in Syria from 2013, at the head of the Wagner organization. Prigozhin’s second-

in-command is openly Nazi, racist, supremacist, anti-Semite, sexist... The 'Africa Corps' which 

replaced the Wagner since Prigozhin’s execution in August 2023 are part of the same spirit. It is 

surprising that Vladimir Putin could set himself up as the champion of a 'global South' in the face 

of a supposedly dominant and neocolonial West. The African regimes that succumbed to the sirens 

of the Wagner and then the Africa Corps were quickly disillusioned. In the DRC and then in Mali, 

the abused and exploited populations have denounced the Russian abuses (8).  
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 « Irons in fire » in Ukraine 

The essential concern of the Ukrainians is to prepare for a peace that is not a capitulation 

dictated by Russia. With the impressive courage of the Ukrainian population, American support 

was the main asset of President Zelensky. It has become uncertain since the election of a president 

entirely committed to the Russian cause. His whole team took up the narrative of Russian 

propaganda. The Ukrainians must fight directly against the Russian army and indirectly by 

thwarting the new strategy of the Trump clan - understand the workings of the mechanisms at work 

to be able to seize the machine.  

The choice of strategic positions entrusted to close friends or followers of Trump is the 

most worrying. The Secretary of State for Defense, Pete Hegseth, is incompetent and deceived, 

encouraged to follow the Russian camp that dictates his conditions. The intelligence officer, Tulsi 

Gabbard, openly supports Russia and does not hide her distrust of her services, together with 

President Trump. The special envoy to Ukraine, Steve Witkoff, is used to real estate negotiations 

and seems to learn more than understand during exchanges with international counterparts familiar 

with the mysteries of strategic negotiations. The prospect of considerable gains promised by 

Russian negotiators if Russia were no longer a pariah and sanctions fell are part of the new 

transactional approach of the American president. The maneuvers of the Trump clan and their 

relatives in official or informal trips since January 2025 have caused surprise and concern among 

many observers. Donald Trump’s ambition is no longer to win the Nobel Peace Prize, like his 

predecessor Barack Obama, but to become the richest man in the world. His fascination with 

autocratic and authoritarian political leaders is explained by the strong way, without any discussion, 

they use to settle their affairs. 

The «Trump» method is inspired by the Russian «vertical of fear» which includes terror, 

coercion, and prebends. Gilles Favarel-Garrigues (9), a researcher at the CNRS examined "the 

political and social uses of coercion, by analyzing the disciplining of political and administrative 

officials, the use of intimidation in the business world, and citizen initiatives in the fight against 

delinquency and incivility" in Russia. The law is mobilized in local score settling, same with 

Trump’s presidential decrees. Self-proclaimed vigilantes use the law to impose their order in the 

public space, like Trump supporters. The 'dictatorship of the law' applies first to elected officials 

and administrative officials who are placed under lock and key (ministers, governors, mayors, and 

senior civil servants..); they are 'dismissed' by Donald Trump. Only allegiance to the presidential 

power allows them to benefit from conditional impunity by placing them in insecurity with judicial 

threats. The fascination of Donald Trump for Vladimir Putin is the one of a pupil for  a Master    

The luck of the Ukrainians is that the United States is a democracy. The counter-powers are 

being put in place after 150  Trump days that have shaken the United States and the new world 

order. The American rule of law is preparing its response through the law with American judges 

mobilized at all levels in the face of the threat posed by the Trump clan to democracy (10).  
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« Marrons glacés » in Europe   

In Europe, the Western camp is not united as it should be. Pro-Russian influence is not the 

only factor of disunity. In spy novels or films, harmless terms or symbols are diverted. European 

leaders subservient to Russia or relaying a reactionary ideology are 'icy marrons' in Europe. They 

are the European supporters of the «MAGA», the «MEGA» (Make Europe Great Again) (11) that 

must be carefully studied - their capacity to harm is a real threat to European solidarity. 

The first and constant "marron glacé" is the Hungary of Victor Orban, who sided with both 

China, by accepting significant investments, and its Russian ally, by systematically opposing any 

vote for military or financial support to Ukraine. Fervent supporter of Donald Trump who often 

cited him as an example during his election campaign, he did not receive special treatment in the 

trade war declared by the American president to the rest of the world. Hungary could be more open 

to pressure from the European Union which has financial arguments (subsidies subject to respect 

for democratic principles) that the United States does not have.  

A second "marron glacé" could be Poland after the election on June 1, 2025, of the 

ultraconservative Karol Nawrocki, supported by the PiS in power since 2015 (12). According to 

the former French ambassador in Poland "The Geremek foundation, pro-European emanation of 

civil society, is condemned by the PiS, which continues to consider that the only reliable partner 

vis-à-vis the Kremlin remains the United States". Poland intends to develop a privileged bilateral 

relationship with the Trump administration, and not to strengthen the European axis. It is refractory 

to European autonomy considering that defense is a sovereign prerogative, under the jurisdiction 

of sovereign nation-states. The Tusk government will not have an easy time providing essential 

support on the eastern front in Europe against the Russian threat. Nationalist arguments, very 

critical against the Ukrainians who would be too well received, are present in Poland.  

A third "marron glacé" managed to escape Russian influence. The Romanians did not elect 

the candidate supported by Russia. It was stopped when foreign interference was demonstrated. 

Nicușor Dan, the pro-European mayor of Bucharest, was elected on 18 May as president of the 

country with 53.6% of the vote (11). For the Russian daily Kommersant, this result is explained by 

the "EU mobilization". Political analyst Mihaela Mihai points out that among the Romanians 

abroad (the largest diaspora in Europe), George Simion won the majority of votes. His success is 

explained by the lack of consideration and the "negative stereotypes" about expatriate Romanians 

that cause frustrations recovered by nationalists. 

In his box of «marrons glacés» Vladimir Putin therefore has several elements. It is not 

certain that they can always use them or avail themselves of them. Influence like confectionery can 

reserve many surprises..  Slava Ukraini !  
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(1) Diane Lisarelli « Marron show », 8 avril 2023- https://www.lemonde.fr/m-

styles/article/2023/04/08/le-marron-show_6168747_4497319.html  

(2) Order of Friars Brothers (Ofm)- https://franciscains.fr/notre-gouvernance/ 

(3) John Sturges, « The great escape », USA, 1963 

(4) Don Siegel, « Dirty Harry », USA , 1971 

(5) Revue « Marronnages »  lancé en 2022 par des chercheurs du CNRS- 
https://marronnages.org/index.php/revue/index  

(6) Melissa Monatus et Aude Julienne-Wiltord « Lapo Chape » (2024) - the term Lapo Chapé 

comes from Martinican Creole which means "the color of skin that escapes the status of slave".      

https://fifp.fr/events/lapo-chape/  

(7) Médéric Louis Élie Moreau de Saint-Méry, born on January 13, 1750 in Fort-Royal, in 

Martinique, and died on January 28, 1819 in Paris, is a jurist, politician, slave trader and 

historian of the colony of Saint-Domingue 

(8) The brutal methods of the paramilitary group on the ground in Mali are regularly denounced by 

human rights NGOs - AFP- 8 juin 2025-https://www.france24.com/fr/afrique/20250608-le-

groupe-paramilitaire-russe-wagner-quitte-le-mali-au-profit-d-africa-corps 

(9) Gilles Favarel-Garrigues, director of research at the CNRS (Sciences Po-CERI), « La 

verticale de la peur- ordre et allégeance dans la Russie poutienne »- 
https://www.defnat.com/e-RDN/vue-article.php?carticle=23213  

(10) Corine Lesnes « Les juges fédéraux contre Donald Trump, un mécanisme contesté », Le 

Monde, 4 juin 2025 

(11) Bernard Chappedelaine , Le "MAGA show" débarque en Europe », Institut Montaigne, 3 
juin 2025 

(12) Pierre Buhler , « Élection présidentielle en Pologne, un séisme prévisible ? », Institut 

Montaigne, 3 juin 2025-  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter written on Friday, June 6, 2025   
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Useful Contacts 

To help Ukraine, we would like to share the contact with the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine 

(National Union of Journalists of Ukraine) - https://nuju.org.ua/  

To help Ukraine, we would like to share the contact information with the National Union of Journalists of 

Ukraine  https://nuju.org.ua/  

Source : https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A15542 

Support Ukraine – une plateforme accessible sur -  https://www.supportukraine.co/  

Croix-Rouge Française -  Croix-Rouge française pour des dons financiers, en soutien de la Croix-Rouge 

ukrainienne, au Comité International de la Croix-Rouge - https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-

internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE 

Médecins sans frontières - fonds d'urgence dans les pays limitrophes de l'Ukraine et cherchent à faire 

entrer du matériel médical et du personnel. - https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don  

Secours populaire - lance un appel aux dons d'urgence à l'Ukraine .- 

https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don  

Protection civile - un appel aux dons pour financer d'autres besoins (défibrillateurs, respirateurs, groupes 

électrogènes, etc.) : https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir 

Fondation de France - lance un appel à la générosité pour soutenir les centaines de milliers de personnes 

affectées par le conflit en Pologne et en Roumanie - - https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-

les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?  

Agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés -  situation d'urgence de niveau 3 pour la crise en Ukraine, 

le plus élevé. L'UNHCR a renforcé ses opérations en Ukraine et dans les pays voisins, our la soutenir, 

vous pouvez faire un don :  https://donner.unhcr.org/fr/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine?_cv=1  

Unicef -  un besoin urgent de financement pour répondre aux besoins essentiels des enfants Pour faire un 

don sur le site Unicef.fr - https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322&_cv=1  

ONG Care International - un formulaire en ligne de dons d'urgence à l'Ukraine pour apporter une aide 

d'urgence aux populations et aux réfugiés - .- https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-

don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49

oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_t

ime=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1  

L'ONG française ACTED organise des convois humanitaires pour l'Ukraine 

association Solidarités International – une  collecte des fonds pour envoyer des convois de vivres et 

biens de première nécessité, distribuer de l'eau et des repas aux réfugiés - 

https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880&_cv=1  

https://nuju.org.ua/
https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A15542
https://www.supportukraine.co/
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE
https://soutenir.msf.fr/b/mon-don?
https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don
https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don
https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/~mon-don
https://donner.unhcr.org/fr/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine?_cv=1
https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322&_cv=1
https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don?_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyMjIyPkRj6HFA1Y69SN8wBpGdbU49oyB0t9PJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY0C9CFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private_server_time=1672227862538&cid=13&_cv=1
https://acted.iraiser.eu/ukraine/~mon-don
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880&_cv=1
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880&_cv=1
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Plan International, en Pologne, Roumanie et Moldavie, pour apporter aide matérielle et psychosociale 

aux jeunes ukrainiens et à leur famille, et sollicite des dons pour ce faire.- https://formulaire.plan-

international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don  

L'Aide médicale et caritative France-Ukraine - envoi de convois d'aide humanitaire, des soins aux 

blessés, des échanges de savoir-faire médical, une aide psychologique et organise des colonies de 

vacances pour les enfants orphelins - HelloAsso - 

https://www.helloasso.com/associations/aide%20medicale%20caritative%20france%20ukraine/collectes/a

ider-ukraine-amcurgence-help-ukraine/don  

Le Comité d'aide médicale Ukraine - réfugiés en transit dans l'ouest du pays, et collecte fonds, 

médicaments et équipements pour l'hébergement et les soins via ses partenaires français, l'association 

SAFE et l'organisation FONDEMOS. - http://www.cam-z.org/en/news/121/  

JeVeuxAider.gouv.fr est la plateforme publique du bénévolat, - une page dédiée Mobilisons-nous pour 

l'Ukraine .- https://www.jeveuxaider.gouv.fr/engagement/benevolat-ukraine/  

Les Banques alimentaires - une aide d'urgence à apporter aux frontières de l'Ukraine, dans les pays 

frontaliers accueillant des réfugiés - https://www.banquealimentaire.org/urgence-ukraine 

La Protection Civile et l'Association des maires de France ont établi une liste (lits de camps, sacs de 

couchage, lingettes, conserves, pansements hémostatiques, solutions antiseptiques ...).  

L'Association des maires de France a dressé les lieux de collecte à travers toute la France. Les Maires de 

France appellent à la solidarité avec l'Ukraine . De nombreuses villes de France organisent des collectes de 

produits de première nécessité - https://www.amf.asso.fr/documents-les-maires-france-appellent-la-

solidarite-avec-lukraine/41122  

La plateforme officielle « Je m'engage pour l'Ukraine » lancée le 8 mars 2022 par le gouvernement pour  

accompagner les Français souhaitant héberger chez eux des Ukrainiens réfugiés et accueillis en France.- 

https://parrainage.refugies.info/  

Les associations, fondations, entreprises et collectivités territoriales peuvent utiliser ce formulaire en ligne 

pour renseigner leur capacité d'hébergement.- https://www.demarches-

simplifiees.fr/commencer/hebergement-personne-morale-ukraine  

 Bibliothèque sans frontière (BSF)  - Depuis le début de l’offensive russe en Ukraine, BSF se mobilise et 

déploie, partout en Europe, des solutions d’urgence pour l’accueil et l’intégration des populations 

réfugiées. « Bonjour France » est une application pour smartphone innovante et totalement gratuite, qui 

propose un apprentissage accéléré du français depuis l’ukrainien, disponible depuis le 19 octobre 2022. 

https://www.bibliosansfrontieres.org/2022/10/14/bsf-lance-bonjour-france-une-application-innovante-

dapprentissage-du-francais-pour-les-refugies-ukrainiens/ 

La mission catholique de l’Eglise polonaise en France suggère également le lien suivant :  https://mission-

catholique-polonaise.pl/polska-we-francji/pere-brzys-la-mcp-lance-une-initiative-nationale-pour-aider-

lukraine/ - Source : conférence des évêques de France 

https://formulaire.plan-international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don
https://formulaire.plan-international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don
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