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The Institute for Research and Information on Volunteering
IN'THIS ISSUE (iriv) has been associated since February 24, 2022 with
international solidarity in favor of Ukraine attacked by
Russia. The Covid pandemic has weakened democratic
Pink elephant in Russia countries. Conspiracy theories and hate speech have
exploded on social networks. This new war in Europe is no
longer peripheral; it is existential for the European Union
which is playing its future. This Newsletter is the 10th
published in 2025 and the 44th since the beginning of the
Useful contacts Russian aggression. Pink is a color associated with calm and

Color rose

Think Pink in Ukraine

Guns N Roses in Europe

softness, with femininity. It may have been mocked for her
mignardiness, its 'effeminate’ side, or for the blissful
optimism evoked by a life in pink. The flower has thorns.
Geopolitics is not rosy in October 2025. The year was marked by sad anniversaries with the first
atomic bomb dropped in Hiroshima (1945-2025) and a curious Cold War relaunched by Vladimir
Putin since he came to power. In 2025, the unnatural rapprochement between the United States and
Russia seems delirious - a paradox of the pink elephant? The Ukrainians have an optimism fixed
in their bodies, a mental 'think pink' necessary to survive, 600 days after the start of a murderous
war. The uncertainty about their future and the frustration of the hot/cold imposed by an erratic
American ally are extreme. The European Union was not spared - subjected to a most rock'n roll,
hard rock, atmosphere, «Guns N Roses» spirit, a Californian band born in 1985. The threats of the
American team are implemented one after the other. The Europeans must finance at full price their
security within NATO and face an all-out trade war declared by the United States which imposes
leonine clauses on their 'ally'. Let’s decide to see life in pink, so as not to be discouraged. What
would a life without thorns be ?

I- Color rose

2- Pink elephants in Russie
3- « Think pink » in Ukraine
4- Guns N Roses in Europe

* ]e logo a été dessiné par Caritas Canada en février 2022
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Color rose

Pink has long been associated with incarnate, the color of the flesh, of the complexion (1). In the
18th century, carried by the romantic era, it acquired its current symbolism: tenderness, femininity,
softness. Red attenuated, it is stripped of all warrior character. The negative side is sentimentality
- we talk about romance novels or romance stories (rosy novels) since the 19th century where the
novelists fascinated their readers with often contradicted sentimental stories but where the "happy
ends" triumphed. Pink has been associated with homosexuality with pejorative intent. Historically,
the pink triangle was used by the Nazis to designate homosexual men before becoming the emblem
of gay and lesbian movements out of provocation (2). A Parisian rugby club — the Stade francais,
under the presidency of Max Guazzini, lawyer and founder of the radio group NRIJ, proudly
displayed the pink color, by provocation and marketing spirit, for the attire of its rugby men. His
intention was to spread the word about his club, among rugby world and to break the traditional
image, and little open to difference, of a rugby community with virilist values. Thanks to his
original initiative, deemed out of step by the supporters of the tradition, rugby became known
among a wider audience, more open to diversity. Some feminists, in the same transgressive spirit,
have mocked the pink color associated with women, weak and dependent beings. The «pink power»
was denounced to give a watered down and fallacious, and therefore alienating, image of this «life
in rose», daydream sung by Edith Piaf

The metaphor of the rose, the flower that inspired the color, is explained by French author Kevin
Bideaux (2). According to the Trésor de la langue francaise informatis¢ (TLFI), a reference for
French language, the rose, in botany, is composed of a "corolla" with five petals. The first,
«temporal», «positions the pink color in a continuumy». Colour has crossed centuries, and
"embodies an emblem, a symbol of its time taken in its historical, religious, artistic, cultural
dimensions, but also economic and political". The second petal associates pink with the 'woman
object: flower pot' (or potiche) to decorate an interior, combining 'objects of desire' that can be
bought/sold, or even an 'object of caricature' that is constructed in a negative way in the face of a
certain masculinity (and its virilist excesses). The third petal corresponds to the inciting power of
pink in a technical (in textile factories) or technological construction (pixels of a digital image).
The pink takes all its place in a society of its time. The fourth petal emphasizes the emotions
associated with the rose that gives "artistic people/characters (painting, cinema) illuminated mines
or even hope" or accompanies a collective commitment (wars, human values or social inclusions).
The fifth petal of the rose has a sarcastic dimension, associated with caricature, arousing desire or
giving powers. Observed through rose-colored glasses, geopolitics presents the contrasting facets
of the flower — timeless, caricatural, innovative, emotional, and full of irony. One can decide to see

life in rose, while being perfectly aware of the hallucinogenic 'pink elephants' and the threats raised
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Pink elephant in Russia

The year 2025 celebrates sad anniversaries. 80 years ago, the first atomic bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. Japan, an ally of Nazi Germany, had refused
the American proposal for its surrender (3). Faced with the extreme Japanese zealot led by fanatical
nationalists who had multiplied their exactions in Asia (4), President Harry Truman decided in July
1945 to put an end to the war in the Pacific by ordering that the first two nuclear bombs be dropped.
The Manhattan Project was the code name given by the United States to an intense research work
carried out by exceptional researchers, Americans trained at the University of Berkeley with Robert
Oppenheimer as leader, surrounded by expert scientists in quantum physics from Europe (Italy,
Hungary, Germany) after fleeing Nazi persecutions, because they were Jewish or communists. The
researchers of the Manhattan project wished to precede Nazi Germany endowed with German
physicists highly qualified in nuclear energy. Yet closely monitored by the FBI for national security
reasons, the USSR managed to obtain strategic information on atomic weapons. For some analysts,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki allowed a strong message to be sent to the Soviet Union, the first act of a
"Cold War" that the Western countries were engaged in against the USSR and its allies. Weapon
of deterrence, it was brandished by Vladimir Putin from the beginning of the Ukrainian conflict to
terrorize Western countries and deter them from helping Ukraine.

In psychology, the ironic process theory (IPT) is called pink elephant paradox. It suggests
that when an individual intentionally attempts to avoid thinking about a certain thought or feeling
a certain emotion, a paradoxical effect occurs: the attempt not only fails in its object but causes the
opposite effect. Irony is the weapon most used by Vladimir Putin since the beginning of the conflict
with Ukraine to denigrate the Europeans and overwhelm them with his sarcasms, convinced that
they were too weak and too interested in a very advantageous Russian energy to seriously support
Ukraine. The greatest irony of the situation is the arrival in January 2025 of an American president
who has taken up all the Russian rhetoric. Presented as a country threatening the security of Russia,
Ukraine became a casus belli when the Ukrainians, a sovereign and independent people since 1991,
wished to join the European Union in 2014 and then NATO. No Westerner could have imagined
in 1945, and even less since the implosion of the USSR in 1991, end of the Cold War and Western
victory, that one day an American president would take the side of the strategic adversary. The
United States became the first world power, economically and politically, after the Second World
War, herald of democracy and freedom in the world, facing Soviet totalitarianism and its
supporters. In 2025, it is not about hallucinations, about pink elephants, but about a delusional
reality - the world has changed. Everything has changed. Westerners are disunited.
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« Think pink » in Ukraine

The five hundred days of war were exceeded on July 8, 2025; the 600 days will be in
October 2025. Yet Ukrainians still say they are optimistic about the future of their country at 87%.
The first reason given by those interviewed by the International Institute of Sociology in Kiev is
the expected victory against Russia. They also know that they must be patient. A carelessness
displayed on the terraces of Kiev, far from the front, could have been used by Russian propaganda
to denounce it. It is only apparent. 78% of Ukrainians have a loved one or a friend who was killed
or injured in the war. Mental health is the first threat that could make things change, and turn the
situation in favor of their aggressors. The Ukrainian government, on the other hand, is very gloomy
about the increasingly significant human losses with the slow but safe invasion of the Russian army
since the end of 2024, which had time to fortify defense lines and deposit two million mines. Their
aviation is causing considerable damage to the civilian population. The "Russians are fighting" and
multiplying their attacks, notes a military expert (5).

Pessimism is fueled by a sense of frustration with contradictory injunctions. The heat and
cold blown by the American president is a torture for the Ukrainians who cannot do without the
help of the United States for intelligence and air defense (F-16 aircraft). The Europeans can take
over according to military experts in other sectors. They substituted for the Americans for shells,
artillery, or aviation... The latest generation Patriot missiles are being assembled in Germany,
subject to a White House agreement for their export. After three years of war, European aid is
valued at 174 billion Euros against 114.6 billion for US support.. Contrary to the statements of
President Donald Trump, Europe is the first supporter. (6)

The European Union has cards in hand - Russian sanctions (7). The United States has few
levers on the Russian economy. Geography is decisive. Russia is more dependent on Europe than
on the United States. Russian/American trade was valued at 35 billion dollars (in 2022), ten times
less than with Europe, the leading trading partner. The prospect of miraculous contracts signed
between American and Russian companies mentioned by Donald Trump is a decoy. Russia is a
nightmare for investors and banks (lack of rule of law, spoliation of assets of foreign companies,
'Kompromat' to blackmail the leaders...). If Ukraine were forced to sign a catastrophic agreement
for its integrity and European security, under the pressure of the Trump administration, the
European Union could renew the sanctions in force and even toughen them. Contrary to the
narrative of Vladimir Putin and his team, time does not play in his favor. The Russian economy is
strangled by European sanctions, dependent on China for its markets or other countries that impose
unequal agreements, with galloping inflation and very high interest rates. Only one reservation -
sanctions are subject to the unanimity rule in the EU. Hungary and Slovakia veto it. The European
Union must adapt its rules that are too rigid or complex in the face of explosive geopolitics.
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Guns N Roses in Europe

The Californian rock band Guns N' Roses is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year; it
was born in 1985 in Los Angeles, California, a rebellious land. Rockers mix different influences,
ranging from hard rock to punk, including blues. Their furiously rock n' roll lifestyle mixed alcohol
and drugs; and uncontrolled skids. Yet the Gunners, nickname given by their fans, manage to make
a place for themselves on the local and then global scene. In 1987, they released the album,
“Appetite For Destruction”, their best-seller with hits like “Welcome to the Jungle”, “Paradise
City”, “It’s So Easy”. Their gigantic tour elevates them to the rank of planetary rockstars (8).

The year 2025 was furiously rock 'n' roll in Europe. The European Union went from
disappointments to disillusions. The frontal attacks formulated by the new team in power at the
White House have not stopped. Threats of retaliation (Guns) alternating with lulls (Roses) when
the worst seems to have been avoided, for example during the trade negotiations between the
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen and President Donald Trump, in
Scotland, on July 27, 2025. All the European countries, even those in favour of negotiations (Italy
or Germany), regretted tariffs of 15% affecting most of the European products exported to the
United States from the European Union (EU). The negotiations have resumed to understand the
details of this agreement, which is still very unclear for both parties. The American team started its
trade war in spring 2025. It first threatened to impose a high tax on allied countries (up to 100%);
Canada and Mexico were the first targets. The European partners naturally followed. The simplistic
and mercantilist analysis of Trump’s economic advisors is that their deficit could be reduced thanks
to taxes. This policy breaks with the liberalization of trade initiated in 1947 with the GATT
agreements, which was consecrated in 1995 with the creation of the World Trade Organization
(WTO). This institution has been blocked for several years by the United States that accuse it of
Yudicial activism' (9). The same criticisms are formulated about the European Union, whose
regulation and standards they consider too restrictive. The Americans challenge European
standards and rules that they consider too restrictive.

American disaffection for Europe dates back to the presidency of President Barack Obama
(2008-2016). The transatlantic relationship has been neglected in favor of the Pacific, with China
being the main threat to the United States. This negligence angered Russia in 2012, which did not
appreciate being treated as a «regional power». This time the American team is more conciliatory
with Vladimir Putin even if President Trump has hardened his tone since the summer of 2025 in
the face of the false negotiations initiated by Russia. They regularly stumble in the face of Russian
demands that demand a total surrender from Ukraine. Tired and worried about a support that has
become conditional on the US side, the Ukrainians continue to fight tirelessly for their rights as
sovereign nations to be recognized and repaired. The European Union thought it was at peace and
well protected — it delayed reacting, falling asleep on laurels that flew away. Let’s follow the
Ukrainian example, let’s put pink glasses to go on. Slava Ukraine !-
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Michel Pastoureau et Dominique Simonnet (2005) « Le petit livre des couleurs », Paris, éditions
du Panama

Pélissier, C. (2024). Kévin Bideaux, Rose. Une couleur aux prises avec le genre, Paris,

Ed. Amsterdam, 2023, 525 pages. Questions de communication, 46(2), 451-456.
https://shs.cairn.info/revue-questions-de-communication-2024-2-page-451?lang=ft.

David Korn-Brzoza, “Hiroshima, la course vers 1’apocalypse », 2025, France, Bonne
Pioche T¢lévision / Mediatika / France T¢lévisions / T¢lé-Québec diffusé le 5 aott 2025
sur France 2 & Lucy Van Beek, « Hiroshima, la véritable histoire », 2014, Pays Bas, 90 min,
diffusé le 29 juillet 2025 sur Arte

Cédric Condon « Proces de Tokyo », 2025, France, Kilaohm Productions, diffusé le 5
aolit 2025 sur France 2

Bertina Henrichs « Le cas Oppenheimer », 2025, Allemagne.

Sylvie Kaufmann « A Kiev, la frustration malgré I’optimisme », Le Monde 13 juillet 2025
Stephane Lauer « Ukraine : I’UE a encore des cartes en mains », Le Monde 8 avril 2025

Article téléchargé du site spécialisé dans la musique « Metal Rock » le 30 juillet 2025-
https://www.metalorgie.com/groupe/Guns-N-Roses

Droits de douane et commerce mondial- Vie publique, téléchargé le 30 juillet 2025-
https://www.vie-publique.fr/questions-reponses/298106-droits-de-douane-et-commerce-

mondial-le-point-en-sept-questions

Newsletter written on Wednesday, July 30, 2025 and updated on October 1, 2025
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Contacts utiles

Pour aider I’Ukraine, nous souhaitons partager le contact su Syndicat national des journalistes d’Ukraine (
National Union of Journalists of Ukraine)- https://nuju.org.ua/

Voici une liste d’associations & ONG

Source : https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A 15542

Support Ukraine — une plateforme accessible sur - https://www.supportukraine.co/

Croix-Rouge Francaise - Croix-Rouge francaise pour des dons financiers, en soutien de la Croix-Rouge
ukrainienne, au Comité International de la Croix-Rouge - https://www.croix-rouge.fr/Nos-actions/Action-
internationale/Rechercher-un-programme/LA-CROIX-ROUGE-FRANCAISE-EN-UKRAINE

Médecins sans frontieres - fonds d'urgence dans les pays limitrophes de 1'Ukraine et cherchent a faire
entrer du matériel médical et du personnel. - https://soutenir.msf.fr/faire-un-don/~mon-don

Secours populaire - lance un appel aux dons d'urgence a 1'Ukraine .-
https://don.secourspopulaire.fr/ukraine/~mon-don

Protection civile - un appel aux dons pour financer d'autres besoins (défibrillateurs, respirateurs, groupes
¢électrogenes, etc.) : https://don.protection-civile.org/soutenir

Fondation de France - lance un appel a la générosité pour soutenir les centaines de milliers de personnes
affectées par le conflit en Pologne et en Roumanie - - https://dons.fondationdefrance.org/solidarite-avec-
les-ukrainiens/~mon-don?

Agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés - situation d'urgence de niveau 3 pour la crise en Ukraine,
le plus élevé. L'UNHCR a renforcé ses opérations en Ukraine et dans les pays voisins, our la soutenir,
vous pouvez faire un don : https://donner.unhcr.org/fi/fr-fr/urgence-ukraine? cv=I1

Unicef - un besoin urgent de financement pour répondre aux besoins essentiels des enfants Pour faire un
don sur le site Unicef .fr - https://don.unicef.fr/b/mon-don?cid=322& cv=1

ONG Care International - un formulaire en ligne de dons d'urgence a I'Ukraine pour apporter une aide
d'urgence aux populations et aux réfugiés - .- hitps://soutenir.carefrance.org/mon-don/~mon-
don?ns_ira_cr_arg=IyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyMjlyPkRj6HFATY 69SN8wBpGdbU49
oyBOtOPJwOohrrNCWZ1E1xvYyuCP14dJQ2nrY 0CICFXInHRxueOqPBpQ7tkkn%2F&private server t
ime=1672227862538&cid=13& cv=1

L'ONG francaise ACTED organise des convois humanitaires pour I'Ukraine

association Solidarités International — une collecte des fonds pour envoyer des convois de vivres et
biens de premicre nécessité, distribuer de 1'eau et des repas aux réfugiés -
https://dons.solidarites.org/b/mon-don?cid=880& cv=1
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Plan International, en Pologne, Roumanie et Moldavie, pour apporter aide matérielle et psychosociale
aux jeunes ukrainiens et a leur famille, et sollicite des dons pour ce faire.- https:/formulaire.plan-
international.fr/urgence-ukraine/~mon-don

L'Aide médicale et caritative France-Ukraine - envoi de convois d'aide humanitaire, des soins aux
blessés, des échanges de savoir-faire médical, une aide psychologique et organise des colonies de
vacances pour les enfants orphelins - HelloAsso -
https://www.helloasso.com/associations/aide%20medicale%?20caritative%20france%20ukraine/collectes/a
ider-ukraine-amcurgence-help-ukraine/don

Le Comité d'aide médicale Ukraine - réfugiés en transit dans l'ouest du pays, et collecte fonds,
médicaments et équipements pour 'hébergement et les soins via ses partenaires frangais, 1'association
SAFE et 'organisation FONDEMOS. - http://www.cam-z.org/en/news/121/

JeVeuxAider.gouv.fr est la plateforme publique du bénévolat, - une page dédiée Mobilisons-nous pour
['Ukraine .- https://www.jeveuxaider.gouv.fr/engagement/benevolat-ukraine/

Les Banques alimentaires - une aide d'urgence a apporter aux frontiéres de I'Ukraine, dans les pays
frontaliers accueillant des réfugiés - https://www.banquealimentaire.org/urgence-ukraine

La Protection Civile et I'Association des maires de France ont établi une liste (lits de camps, sacs de
couchage, lingettes, conserves, pansements hémostatiques, solutions antiseptiques ...).

L'Association des maires de France a dressé les licux de collecte a travers toute la France. Les Maires de
France appellent a la solidarité avec 'Ukraine . De nombreuses villes de France organisent des collectes de
produits de premicre nécessité - https://www.amf.asso.fr/documents-les-maires-france-appellent-la-
solidarite-avec-lukraine/41122

La plateforme officielle « Je mi'engage pour I'Ukraine » lancée le 8 mars 2022 par le gouvernement pour
accompagner les Francais souhaitant héberger chez eux des Ukrainiens réfugiés et accueillis en France.-
https://parrainage.refugies.info/

Les associations, fondations, entreprises et collectivités territoriales peuvent utiliser ce formulaire en ligne
pour renseigner leur capacité d'hébergement.- https://www.demarches-
simplifiees.fr/commencer/hebergement-personne-morale-ukraine

Bibliothéque sans frontiére (BSF) - Depuis le début de 1’offensive russe en Ukraine, BSF se mobilise et
déploie, partout en Europe, des solutions d’urgence pour 1’accueil et I’intégration des populations
réfugiées. « Bonjour France » est une application pour smartphone innovante et totalement gratuite, qui
propose un apprentissage accéléré du francais depuis 1’ukrainien, disponible depuis le 19 octobre 2022.

https://www.bibliosansfrontieres.org/2022/10/14/bsf-lance-bonjour-france-une-application-innovante-

dapprentissage-du-francais-pour-les-refugies-ukrainiens/

La mission catholique de I’Eglise polonaise en France suggere également le lien suivant : https://mission-
catholique-polonaise.pl/polska-we-francji/pere-brzys-la-mcp-lance-une-initiative-nationale-pour-aider-
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